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PROSTITUTION BILL 2011 

Green Bill Tabling — Statement by Attorney General 

MR C.C. PORTER (Bateman — Attorney General) [2.02 pm]: I rise today to seek leave to table the 
government’s draft of the Prostitution Bill 2011 in order to allow public comment over a period of six weeks. 
This bill will ensure that, for the first time, the laws of the state are clear and transparent and reflective of 
overwhelming community sentiment regarding prostitution. The bill aims to provide police, government and the 
community with the necessary tools to finally crack down on unlawful prostitution. What this bill will mean for 
ordinary Western Australians is that if the quiet enjoyment of their neighbourhood is disrupted by unlawful 
prostitution, police will have definitive laws to work with and the tools necessary to shut down those brothels.  

We understand that this is a difficult area for any government to address. The previous government failed to 
produce a satisfactory response to this issue in eight years. The Liberal–National government has worked 
diligently to balance the legitimate concerns of various stakeholders and to produce a bill that will workably 
resolve this issue. It is not the government’s intention to normalise, or in any way promote, prostitution as an 
ordinary, socially acceptable activity. However, it is a reality that prostitution will always be an activity that 
carries with it significant risks to the health and safety of participants and the potential for the involvement of 
organised crime. The Prostitution Bill 2011 will not only ban brothels from residential areas but also ensure that 
appropriate regulatory and licensing schemes are in place.  

This bill will be available for public comment for the next six weeks and the consultation period will end at close 
of business on 29 July 2011. Submissions can be made online by emailing prostitution_reform_feedback 
@justice.wa.gov.au or by visiting the Department of the Attorney General website www.justice.wa.gov.au. I am 
pleased to table a copy of the green bill for the information of the house, and I urge all members to participate in 
the consultation process. 

[See paper 3476.] 
 


